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 Greetings from President Robert Yu 
 

Dear UCS ‘Ohana, 
 

We all at the United Chinese Society (UCS) 
hope you had a great start to the year. 
 

As has been our tradition for many years, we 
kicked off the year with visits to our member 
Societies and a New Year’s Tea ceremony. We 
are always grateful to our Society members for 
their support with celebrating the start of a new 
year. 
 

The start of the year also brought us the 
Narcissus Queen Pageant. Congratulations to 
2026 Narcissus Queen Madeleine Au, 1st 
Princess Rowan Drowns, 2nd Princess Katelyn 
Chong, 3rd Princess Mei Lani Wikemeyer, and 
4th Princess Nicole Tang. We know you will 
represent the Chinese Community with aplomb and will undoubtedly become 
familiar with Jade Dynasty and other Chinese restaurants in the next few months. 
Choy Cheng and the Chinatown Parade brought in the Lunar New Year of the 
Fire Horse with a special appearance from the Ying Ge dance group from 
Guangdong, China. Their participation and style of indigenous dancing brought a 
special energy and passion befitting the Year of the Fire Horse. Thank you to the 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii and Chinatown808 for organizing 
these special events that are enjoyed by the community and showcase 
Chinatown as a special gathering place. 
 

Recently, we met with Society leaders and young professionals from various 
groups to exchange ideas on membership growth, community engagement, 
members’ interests and activities, etc. It was nice to hear the things the UCS is 
doing well and fresh ideas on areas UCS could improve on to continue to move 
forward with fulfilling our mission and sustain future growth. 
 

Our slate of events and activities for this year is beginning to take shape. A 
special occasion this year is to commemorate Dr. Sun Yat-Sen’s 160th birthday 
anniversary on Sunday, November 8. This occasion is a partnership with the Dr. 
Sun Yat-Sen Hawaii Foundation and the Chinese Chamber of Commerce of 
Hawaii, and more details will be announced when they are settled. Our NexGen 
group has a number of events scheduled with the first being a workshop on 
Saturday, April 18, covering Non-Profit Board Fiduciary and Legal 
Responsibilities. 
 

Hope to see you at future events.

 
 
Parasol 
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2026 Calendar of Events – follow us on Instagram @unitedchinesesocietyhi 
 

 
 
 

Events and dates are subject to change and additions. For more information about any of these events, please visit the website, 
www.ucsofhawaii.com. If you would like to volunteer, please contact our office.  Mahalo! 
 
 

🏵 2026 Officers and Trustees   🏵 

 
 

   
  📸: Lance Wong	

 

August 16 
 
 

December 5  

 

Family Day Picnic at Kapiolani Park 
 
 

Installation Banquet 
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🧧 2026 New Year Tea Reception 🧧 
 

 
📸: Lance Wong	

 
The United Chinese Society welcomed the Year of the Horse with our annual New Year Tea 
Reception on January 11, attended by over 80 guests, including society presidents, 
community leaders, and distinguished dignitaries. Among our honored attendees were 
Director General of TECO Jerry Chang, Senator Karl Rhoads, Councilmember Tyler Dos 
Santos-Tam, Representatives Daniel Holt and Jenna Takenouchi, 2025 Hall of Honor Award 
Recipient Douglas Chong, Narcissus Queen Alycia Aboronado, and Miss Chinatown May 
Kamaka. 
 
The reception was a wonderful celebration of fellowship and community, bringing together 
leaders and friends to share in the joy of the season. A heartfelt thank you to all who joined us 
and contributed to the event’s success. Special thanks to our dedicated volunteers who 
worked tirelessly throughout the day. A warm mahalo to Lisa Kam for doing an excellent job 
as emcee, ensuring a memorable experience for all! 
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2026 New Year’s Day Visits 🧨🍊㊗ 
 
UCS had a meaningful start to the year with visits to our Chinese community organizations. 
On January 1, President Robert Yu and President-Elect Peter Ma visited Ket On, Lung Doo, 
Teo Chew and Teo Chew Chamber, the Association of Chinese from Vietnam, Cambodia & 
Laos, See Yup, Yee Yee Tong, Lum Sai Ho Tong, and See Dai Doo.  
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Choy Cheng - February 13, 2026 

Thank you to the 2026 Narcissus Queen Court and the Wah Ngai Lion Dance Association for 
blessing the UCS Hall on February 13. 

 

 
📸: Lance Wong 
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Chinatown Parade – February 14, 2026 
UCS participated in the Chinatown Chinese New Year parade on February 14, 2026. It was a 
memorable event with society and community members. 
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Leadership Summit – March 21, 2026 
The Third Annual Leadership Summit, held on March 21, 2026, brought together a dynamic 
group of society leaders—including members of NexGen—to engage in meaningful discussions 
about UCS NexGen and its role in strengthening and expanding society membership. 
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Message from UCS NexGen 
On the evening of January 23, 2026, UCS NexGen gathered around fifty UCS NexGen members and 
rising leaders across a dozen UCS affiliated organizations to kickoff the Year of the Horse. Our future 
leaders heard brief words of wisdom from 2024 UCS Hall of Honor recipient Eddie Flores and current 
UCS President Robert Yu. Both Eddie and Robert encouraged our NexGen leaders to step forward to 
lead their respective organizations and to collaborate with each other as fellow contemporaries. 
Following the new year kickoff, many of the NexGen attendees actively supported or volunteered at 
the 2026 Lunar New Year Festival through their respective organizations. UCS NexGen intends to 
continue fostering opportunities of collaboration and leadership development among its NexGen 
members and rising leaders across UCS member organizations in 2026.  
 
In addition, UCS NexGen plans to host a few workshop events focused on either community 
leadership skills or cultural heritage activities. NexGen events will continue to be offered for free and 
all UCS member organizations are welcome to share NexGen events with their young members (i.e., 
current students or young professionals). Please feel free to contact UCS at ucs@ucsofhawaii.com if 
you would like to be kept informed of future NexGen events and opportunities.  
 
Kendrick Chang, Chair 

 

 
 

mailto:ucs@ucsofhawaii.com
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🤙Community Connections🤙 

   
Above (L-R) (1-2) Hawaii Overseas Friendship Association of Cantonese with President Gordon Ho. (3-4) Honolulu Chinese 
Jaycees Installation on January 31 with incoming President Stanley Yu. (5) At the Organization of Chinese American 
Women (OCAW) installation on February 8 with President Sharlene Chun. (6-7) Center for Chinese Studies at the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa’s Chinese New Year event on February 20 with Director Ming-bao Yue and C.Q. Yee Hop 
Foundation leaders President Kimberlee Bassford and Secretary Amanda Lau. 
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Above (L-R) (8) Association of Chinese from Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos with President Ben Tran. (9) Gook Doo  
Banquet, hosted by President Douglas Chong. (10) With the Hong Kong Business Association of Hawaii and President 
Barinna Poon. (11) Kungsheong Doo Spring banquet celebrating 96th anniversary with President Liane Fu on March 
28 (12-13) Ching Clan 83rd anniversary Spring banquet with President Michele Choy on March 29. 
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Celebrating Community: Insights from  
Past UCS President Leonard Kam 

We had the pleasure of hearing from Leonard Kam, whose 
longstanding dedication and leadership within the Chinese community have 
helped shape and strengthen UCS over the years. From his early 
involvement to serving in multiple leadership roles, his journey reflects a 
deep commitment to service, collaboration, and cultural preservation. We 
are grateful for the opportunity to learn from his experiences and 
perspectives as we continue building the future of our community. 

Q1. You’ve been active in the Chinese community for many years. Can 
you share a little about your journey and what has motivated your 
volunteer work? 

When I was in high school, we had a Chinese Club.  Each club was responsible for fundraising on their own.  My 
teacher/advisor at the time was on the committee that planned the Chinese New Year Celebration in the Chinatown 
Cultural Plaza.  On her recommendation, the club had a booth at the event.  We sold food and were very successful in 
our efforts. Upon graduation, I was asked to become the Chairperson for the event.  Through my participation with 
the Chinese Chamber of Commerce I was able to make connections within the organization and in the Chinese 
community.  Being young and active in the community made me a candidate for organizations recruiting me to join 
their respective clubs.  This resulted in my joining 10 Chinese organizations and serving as President of 7 of them.  I 
continue to be active in the majority of them today 

Q2. When you revived the Parasol e-newsletter during your presidency, what was your vision for it, and what 
role do you think it plays in connecting the community today? 
I've always believed that the Parasol is an invaluable means of communicating and connecting our fellow Chinese 
societies.  Sharing between the societies provides an opportunity to share what has been working for their respective 
organization.  It also serves as a way for organizations to collaborate with each other. 

Q3. Looking back on your time as UCS president, what accomplishment or experience stands out most to you? 
This was a time where we were just starting to get out of the COVID restrictions so we had limited opportunities to 
interact with our fellow Chinese societies.  One of the most significant accomplishments was holding the drive-thru 
Chinese New Year food sale.  This was a great way for the community to be able to get their Chinese New Year 
goodies in a safe manner.  It also enabled UCS to work with some of our Chinatown businesses to help them during 
this very challenging time.  We were also able to hold our first in-person banquet coming out of COVID.  It was a 
great opportunity to honor our past presidents for their contributions over the years. 

Q4. What advice would you give to newer generations of UCS members and leaders as they continue the work 
of sustaining our culture and community? 
They really need to have a passion for sustaining the Chinese Societies.  There are so many things and activities that 
challenge our time allocation.  So many things are important, but you don't have to give up everything.  It requires 
balance and prioritizing.  I would encourage them to establish alliances with other younger leaders so that they don't 
have to bear the burden all by themselves.  Networking and collaborating is the best way to achieve more.  They also 
need to work with the senior members to learn about the history and legacy.  Keeping these traditions alive will 
strengthen our community. 
 

We mahalo Leonard Kam for sharing his experiences and thoughtful insights, and for his continued 
commitment to strengthening and connecting our community. 
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Entrepreneur Magazine Features Eddie Flores Jr. 2024 UCS Hall of Honor Award 
recipient Eddie Flores Jr. continues to represent 
Hawaiʻi on a global stage. In a recent ten-page feature 
in Entrepreneur Magazine, Eddie reflects on 
the humble beginnings of L&L Hawaiian Barbecue 
and how a local plate lunch became an international 
franchise—built not by following a formula, but by 
redefining one. 

“You may not know me, but if you’ve ever had a plate 
lunch—two scoops of rice and a scoop of mac salad with your entrée—then we are connected. 
L&L Hawaiian Barbecue started with humble beginnings over 40 years ago… I did not know 
what I was doing. But it worked. There is more than one way to build a viable franchise 
company. I did it differently.” 

 
 

 

 

Member Society Updates 
 

 
Mo Hock Ke Lock Bo (dba Mun Lun Schools) 

Honoring 118 & 115 Years of Legacy and Service 

We celebrate the rich history and enduring contributions of 
Mo Hock Ke Lock Bo (118 Years) 
and 
Mun Lun School (115 Years) 

This special evening will feature the installation of officers, recognition of community leadership, and a celebration 
of over a century of cultural heritage, education, and service to the community. 

Together, we honor the past, celebrate the present, and look forward to a bright future. 

2026 Officers & Board of Directors 
President: Cy Feng 
1st Vice-President: Sherman Wong 
Secretary: Lily Chu 
Treasurer: Tina Tin* 
Assistant Treasurer: Baldwin Au* 
Auditor: Howard Lau* 
Assistant Auditor: Wil Chee* 
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Directors: Velma Akinaka, Baldwin Au* Gifford Chang, Maylani Chang*, Wilbert Chee*, Kin Ming Ching*, Henry 
Chong, Lily Chu, Cy Feng, Cheryl Kong, Thomas Lai, Howard Lau*, Luane Lau, Arnold Lee, Joyce Leung, Mary 
Liang, Joyce Lui, Rosalind Mau, Grant Nakaya, Tina Tina*, Douglas Wong, Sherman Wong  
*Past Presidents 

 
Past Presidents, Board of Directors and 
Principal: L -R  
Front: Douglas Wong ,Wilbert Chee, 
Baldwin Au, Lily Chu, Sherman Wong, 
Cy Feng, Tina Tina, Velma Akinaka, 
Howard Lau 
Back: Thomas Lai, Wesley Fong, Arnold 
Lee, Luane Lau, Joyce Leung, Stanford 
Yuen, Lily Shan, Cheryl Kong, Rosalind 
Mau, Henry Chong, Maylani Chang, Kin 
Ming Ching 
 

 
 

Past Presidents, Directors, Principal, Teachers and staffs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
  
 
 
  
 

Principal, Teachers and staff 
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Mun Lun School students delivered a wonderful performance at the Chinese New Year Celebration, showcasing their 
talents while celebrating rich cultural traditions. Their presentation highlighted the beauty of Chinese language, 
music, and heritage, bringing joy and festive spirit to the event. 
Video link:     
1. https://drive.google.com/file/d/17bLjhrNjKmLkEKNMXrDwxJDR9ifwwNdu/view?usp=drive_link 
2. https://drive.google.com/file/d/159wvQmu_rCd1uYLx1m6L9YrLhEJjE4P8/view?usp=drive_link 
3. https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q13u1hpjTEd5_dDYsdMnpppoUikiORBe/view?usp=drive_link 

 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17bLjhrNjKmLkEKNMXrDwxJDR9ifwwNdu/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/159wvQmu_rCd1uYLx1m6L9YrLhEJjE4P8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q13u1hpjTEd5_dDYsdMnpppoUikiORBe/view?usp=drive_link
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2026 Narcissus Queen and Court Visit & Guangdong Yingge Troupe Delegation 

The 2026 Narcissus Queen and Court, goodwill ambassadors representing Hawaiʻi’s Chinese community, proudly 
welcome the visiting Guangdong Yingge Dance Troupe Delegation for a special cultural exchange in Honolulu. 
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  Ching Clan Benevolent Society  
On Sunday, March 29, the Ching Clan Benevolent Society 
held its 83rd Anniversary Spring Banquet at Hawaii Dim 
Sum and Seafood Restaurant. 120 guests enjoyed a great 
dim sum lunch and program. As guests entered, Vice-
President Dr. Juanita Ching Liu showcased an awesome 
Ching history display board. Guests received New Year 
greetings from Angela Chen with her beautiful calligraphy 
writing. Gee Yung Martial Arts Lion & Dragon Dance Assn. 
greeted us with 2 lions blessing us with good wishes and 
ushering in the new year of the Fire Horse. The lovely 2023 
Narcissus Queen, Laura Ho served as emcee carrying on 
the program smoothly. 
The informal program started with Ching Clan Secretary, 
Grant Ching and Vice-President, Dr. Juanita Ching Liu giving 
a historical background on the Ching Clan Society which 
was eye-opening and educational. Our invited special 

society guests were then introduced followed by greetings and remarks 
from Director General, Jerry Chang of the Taipei Economic & Cultural 
Office, United Chinese Society President, Robert Yu and Chinese Chamber 
President, Gabe Lee. 
 
Auditor, Robert Ching gave the invocation and then it was time for a 
delicious Dim Sum lunch! 
 
Installing our Ching Clan Officers and Directors was Tricia Say Nakamatsu, a 
former Narcissus Princess and a Deputy Attorney General who is now 
running for the Senate seat which covers the Chinatown district. Officers 
installed are President - Michele Choy, Vice-President - Dr. Juanita Ching 
Liu, English Secretary - Grant Ching, Treasurer - Pearl Ching and Auditor 
Robert Ching. Board of Directors are Cynthia Ching, Lisa Kam and Lori Kam. 
(Dr. Kin Ming Ching and Sharlene Chun were unable to be present.) 
 
Recognition of Past Presidents were Robert K. C. Ching, Pearl K. M. Ching, 
Vernon W.S. Ching, Lori S. K. C. Kam, Grant H. G. Ching and Michele C. 
Choy.  
 
We celebrated the lives of our wonderful elder Ching members 80 years young and above…… Eileen Chong, Marie 
Ching, Vernon Ching, Lita Ching, Robert Ching, Pearl Ching and our eldest being Frances Ching at 98 years young!!! 
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Lastly, we honored our living Treasure-r, Pearl K.M. Choy for her years of loyalty and dedication to the Ching Clan 
organization. State Representative Jenna Takenouchi presented her with a certificate and President Michele Choy 
presented a certificate on behalf of the Ching Clan Society. 
 
The guests were entertained with vocal performances by 2025 Narcissus Queen Alycia Abordonado and Dr. Juanita 
Ching Liu with Juanita ending it with a toast. 
The last icing on the cake was every guest went home with a door prize and 2 favors.  
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Many thanks to Mechanics Bank, Leland Ching, David Wong and the 2026 Narcissus Court and Contestants who 
supported and assisted in the program. 
 

 

* * * * 
 

Chinese Women's Club of Honolulu 
 

With 41 guests in attendance at the Hawaii Dim Sum and Seafood Restaurant for the Chinese Women’s Club of 
Honolulu (CWC) Valentine’s and Chinese New Year luncheon. A Sweetheart of the Day Gayanne Abafo was chosen. 
A delicious dim sum lunch was served. Beautiful Chinese Centerpieces and crochet lei’s were made by Jane Au. Dr. 
Juanita Liu serenaded us with Chinese Love songs. Thank you 1st VP Jane Au and 2nd VP Joy Kimura who co-chaired 
this event to begin our 2026 luncheon meetings.  
On a sad note. This was the last time most of us saw Helen Char a long time CWC member, Parliamentarian and 
Membership Chair. Helen Char passed away on March 6,2026. Condolences to her family. 
 
Helen T.C. Char’s Memorial Service 
Friday April 17, 2026 
Borthwick Mortuary 
Visitation 10 am  
Services 11 am 
If you plan to go please RSVP 
cocoramei@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:cocoramei@yahoo.com
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    *  * * * * * * * 
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Organization of Chinese American Women (OCAW) 

The OCAW held its Installation Banquet on February 8 at 3660 on the Rise. The lunch honored the installation of the 
2026 officers: President Sharlene Y. Chun, Treasurer Leonora Loo, and Secretary Kimberly C. Hoi. 

The reception table welcomed guests with festive decorations as the society celebrated both the Year of the Fire 
Horse and President Sharlene Chun’s birthday. Many generous lucky number prizes were awarded throughout the 
afternoon. 

Representative Cory M. Chun officially installed the new officers, while MC Douglas Chong guided the festivities. 
Grand prize winner was President Sharlene Chun. The celebration also featured a special appearance by 2026 Miss 
Chinatown Queen, May Kamaka. 

The banquet was a joyful gathering of community members honoring leadership, tradition, and camaraderie. 

Sharlene Chun 
President Organization of Chinese American Women Hawaii Chapter (OCAW) 
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MAHALO 
For Joining Our Celebration 

 

夏威夷香港商會 HKBAH 

 

 

FESTIVAL: www.honolulu-hkfestival.com 

WEBSITE: www.hkbah.us 

EMAIL: hkbahinfo@yahoo.com  

 
    

FESTIVAL OBJECTIVES 

-  To share and to promote Hong Kong culture heritage.  

-  To appreciate community building by sharing Hawaii's 

cultural diversity, and to stimulate Hawaii's economy. 

-  To raise the awareness of the important role of Hong Kong 

in the West. 

-  To celebrate HKBAH's 30th years establishment in the 

State of Hawaii. 

 

WHAT OTHERS SAYS 

The Honolulu-HK festival is a platform to embrace cultural 

understanding and allow the community to understand Hong 

Kong's tradition. 

 

“We want to map Hong Kong culture in Hawai‘i, just like other 

cultures here,” said Barinna Poon, the president of the Hong 

Kong Business Association of Hawaii. “We have a very 

diversified culture in Hawaii, even though the Hong Kong 

community is small.” 

 

Attendees of the night market said the festival met those 

goals. 

 

“It brings awareness to the people around you,” said 

Mackenzie Rose, who attended the Temple Street Night 

Market. “It’s always nice to know who’s in your community, 

where they come from and their culture.” 

  
SUMMARY OF EVENTS 

TEMPLE STREET NIGHT MARKET 

Sat, 31 Jan at Fort St Mall 

Almost 3,000 spectators joined us. It 

was the comforting aroma of milk tea 

being freshly brewed, Canto pop songs 

and Cantonese opera drifting through 

the street, and the laughter of visitors 

enjoying Hong Kong street food and 

learning how to play mahjong, that 

reminded me why cultural exchange 

matters. 

 

HK TRADITIONAL LIFESTYLE TOUR IN 

CHINATOWN 

Sundays, 1, 15, 22 Feb 

55+ participants in 3 Sundays. The 

morning starts with tai chi, a ritualistic 

slow-motion shadow boxing that many 

HK people practice before starting their 

hectic days in the city.  After, enjoying 

the walk in Chinatown, learn how the 

feng shui elements of wind and water 

influence and generate the prosperity 

and vibrancy of this island. The tour 

continues with a tea talk where 

participants watch a demonstration of 

traditional tea making and learn about 

tea drinking etiquette before sampling 

the famous Kung Fu tea. The tour 

concludes with a Hong Kong style Dim 



The festival is organized by the Hong Kong Business 

Association of Hawaii, the goal is to promote cultural and 

business connections, boost the economy, and build 

community engagement, and is already begun reconnecting 

with the community, with emphasis on younger generations 

who are interested...  

(Source:  https://manoamirror.org) 
  

FESTIVAL CASE STUDY RESULT 

Organic Website Visits         14,000 

Organic IG Impressions     265,000 

Organic IG Profile Visits         4,190 

Attendees                               3,000 

 

CONCLUSION 

The Inaugural Honolulu - Hong Kong Festival 2026 has finally 

closed its curtain. Seeing it come to life here in Honolulu has 

been incredibly moving. Planning for the festival dates back to 

more than a decade, when it used to be called 'Hong Kong 

Week', what began as a small celebration has grown into a 

vibrant, community-wide event that bridges cultures and 

celebrates the enduring connections between Honolulu and 

Hong Kong. 

 

Thank you for our Title Sponsor - Hong Kong Economic and 

Trade Office in San Francisco, and other sponsors and donors, 

plus additional support from the Mayor's Office, the MOCA and 

the Honolulu Police Department of the City and County of 

Honolulu, and other valued partners to made it possible to 

broaden the event into a month-long festival. Their generosity 

support has not only enriched the festival experience but have 

also fostered greater cultural understanding and friendship 

within our community.  

 

Our sincere gratitude goes out to every sponsor, partner, 

performer, volunteer, member and donors who poured their 

support and energy into making this possible.  Building 

bridges between cities is never just about trade or tourism.  It 

is always about the people.  And in the past months, that 

connection felt very real. The joy and unity felt throughout the 

festival have inspired new friendships and deeper 

understanding, reinforcing the importance of cross-cultural 

collaboration in our community.  We look forward to building 

on this success and welcoming everyone again in future 

years. 

Sum lunch at the Hawaiian Dim Sum & 

Seafood Restaurant. 

 

HK AT YOUR DOORSTEP PROMOTION 

1-28 Feb (daily) 40+ Participating 

restaurants & eateries in Honolulu & 

Chinatown 

A special promotion: Eat Your Way 

Month featuring local eateries offering 

Hong Kong-style street food, and 

Honolulu’s diverse food culture. Every 

visit is an entry toward the grand prize 

for a gateway to Hong Kong! We’ve 

notified the lucky Winner on 3/5. 

 

HK-GBA EXPORT DAY 

Fri, 27 Feb at FTZ-9 

An industry-focused Export Day and 

Trade Fair brought 40 attendees to learn 

about the business opportunity for HK & 

GBA.  

  

HKBAH 30TH ANNIVERSARY & SPRING 

GALA   

Sun, 01 Mar at Waialae Country Club 

150 members and guests were present 

and celebrated with us to conclude the 

first HK festival. 
 

A TASTE OF HONG KONG 

 
Barinna Poon and the Hong Kong 

Business Association of Hawai‘i are 

bringing China’s Greater Bay Area to 

the Aloha State via its monthlong 

@hnl_hongkong_festival. Read more in 

MidWeek Feb. 11 cover story. 

https://www.midweek.com/a-taste-of-

hong-kong/  

 

https://manoamirror.org/
https://www.midweek.com/a-taste-of-hong-kong/
https://www.midweek.com/a-taste-of-hong-kong/


If you have anything you would like to share for this e-newsletter, please email ucs@ucsofhawaii.com. UCS reserves the right to review, edit, and reject any submissions for publication. 
No solicitations of any kind are allowed. 
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Editor’s Note: A Full-Circle Moment 

The Parasol was revived in 2020 under the leadership of President Leonard Kam, 
during a time when staying connected felt especially important. I had the opportunity 
to serve as editor then, helping to reestablish a platform that could reflect the voices 
and work of our societies. 

Now, in 2026, it feels meaningful to return to this role once again — this time after 
having served as UCS President. Returning as editor feels like a full-circle moment, 
and a reminder that sustaining an organization often depends on continuity, care, and 

collaboration across leadership cycles. 

The Parasol has always been a collective effort, shaped by the contributions of society leaders, 
members, and supporters who believe in the value of community connection. As we move forward, 
the hope is that it continues to document shared work, recognize leadership, and strengthen the 
relationships that sustain UCS. 

— Ivy Yeung 

~*~*~*~ 
In Memoriam 

We honor the life and legacy of our Emeritus Trustee Jeanette Young who 
passed away. Her dedicated leadership and enduring contributions to the United 
Chinese Society of Hawai‘i will always be remembered with deep gratitude and 
respect.


